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THURSDAY

THE PLAY’S THE 'THING

MARK JASON WILLIAMS NEW PLAY DOUBLES AS A BENEFIT FOR THE HETRICK-MARTIN INSTITUTE.

aving a potentially deadly illness

H n make one appreciate life’s
fragility. That was certainly the

case for playwright Mark Jason Williams,
whose struggle with pediatric leukemia had
a profound effect on his outlook as an adult.
“Though excruciatingly painful at times, [it]
helped me understand at a very young age
that ife is always worth fighting for,”he says.
“It taught me how to speak up for myselfand

Williams' play Recovery, partially based on
his own experiences, focused on people with
leukemia who, in Williams'words, “are more
concerned with finding their new beginnings
than facing the end.” Proceeds from Recovery,
which ran during the 2010 Planetary Con-
nections Theater Festivity, went to aid the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. For his
new work, The Other Day, 100% of ticket
sales go to the Hetrick-Martin Institute’s LGBT
youth services.”'m a firm believerin linking
theatre to a cause,Williams explains. I like
HMT's belief that all young people—regard-
less of sexual orientation or identity—
deserve a safe and supportive environment
in which to thrive”

Also part of the socially conscious
(and gay friendly) Planetary Connections se-
ries, The Other Day revolves around a gay
couple, Santo and Mark, who are both
recovering from drug addictions. Six months
into their relationship, the two are living
together in a cozy one-hedroom apartment
in Jersey City, when Mark’s friend Dina
reveals a shocking secret that threatens their
life together. The three take a trip to Ams-

[how to] inspire others through storytelling.”

terdam in hopes of moving on, but
each faces an emotional crisis
that redefines them in sur-
prising ways. Williams
began writing Day a few
years ago when, in his
early '30s, he unexpect-
edly fell in love. “l grew
fascinated with the inse-
curities and nuances associ-
ated with dating and having a i
significant other—especially be-
tween two people from different cultural
backgrounds,” he says. "l started to ask my-
self,'Are relationships hard in general, or do
we just complicate things?’ And do we stay
with someone who isn't right for us because
it's easier than starting over?” At the time,
Williams was working for a nonprofit that
assisted people with developmental dis-
abilities. ] did an interview with a man and
a woman, both disabled, who had been
married for over 20 years. They approached
their relationship with such humor and can-
dor, and became the inspiration | needed
[for] a play that explores the complexities,
insights and humor, associated with intimate
relationships, both gay and straight.”
Williams knew that if The Other Day
was going to be produced, it as going to be
another fund-raising venture akin to Recovery.
“| was very interested in connecting with
Hetrick-Martin with this project because it
shares similar ideals with The Other Day, a
play about gay characters who dispel
stereotypes and who are human.” And, he
adds, HMI's mission is essential to young

ve) Mark. !ason Willlams
The Other Day

i gays: "l wish | had been fortunate enough

to experience their services when | was
younger. | remember what it’s like to be
teased and bullied because you are per-
ceived as different, and I'm lucky enough to

¢ have found my voice and fought back. The
world needs HMI's programs and services,
i because the world needs to hear the voice

i of the young LGBTQ community.” —Dan
i Averyand Joey T

The Other Day opens.June 2 at Robert Moss The-
ater (440 Lafayette St), planetconnections.org.
June 2nd at 8pm, June 4 at 7:15pm, June 5 at

3:15pm, June 18 at noon, June 21 at 4pm and
i June22at8pm. $18.
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ARE Joe’s Pub at the Public

LPR’s gallery, with Kenny Kenny, Lani Look and

Nearly a dozen go-go gods shake it at the Up-

Theater, 425 Lafayette St (@ Astor PJ) -
Jjoespub.com. That scandalous stewardess from :
Down Under, Pam Ann, lands at Joe’s for flighty
humor and campy wit. Through June 4. 9pm; $30. :

45 W Eighth St (btwn Fifth/Sixth Aves), 917-
586-4848. Always feel like Happy Hour ends too

soon? At this post-work bash for gays of color -
and their friends, you'll get half-off the entire

menu till 11pm, plus $3 martinis, wine and beer
and $2 chilled shooters. 5:30pm; free.

DOT DOT DOT Le Poisson Rouge, 158
Bleecker (btwn Sullivan/Thompson  Sts),
muffinheadland.com. Muffinhead & Shien Lee
bring you this monthly night of glam fierceness in

40 MAY 27 201

S RELOADED Desire Lounge, i

Kindra Kerfuffle, plus DJs Michael T, Michael
Magnan and Miz Margo. 10:30pm; $5 before
midnight/$10 general admission.

STAR The Monster, 80 Grove
St (@ W Fourth St), gogosuperstar.net. The ju-

ciest junk-shakers compete in a five-week show-

down, with rotating celebrity judges and a huge
(prize) package. 11pm; free.

G Lounge, 225 W 19th St (btwn Sev-
enth/Eighth Aves), glounge.com. Devin Stone and
Mathew Camp make the Go-Go Pops shimmy to
pop brilliance from DJ Keo Nozari. 10pm; free.

GO CRAZY Le Boy Bar, 104 Dyckman
St (btwn Nagle/Post Aves), leboynyc.com.

town bar, where customers can enter hot body
and ass contests, win raffle prizes or just get sliz-
zard on $5 vodka and rum drinks or $3 tequila
shots. DJ Alex spins house, Top 40 and hip-hop.
9pm; free.

- S Splash, 50 W 17th St
(btwn F/fz‘h/S/xth Aves), splashbar.com. At
Splash’s Thursday-night jam, you'll find DJs Vito

- Fun, John Marto and Steve Sidewalk spinning for
: college cuties and go-go gods. 10pm; free before

midnight with college ID/$5 general admission.

B

ERYT Bedlam, 40 Ave C (btwn
Third/Fourth Sts), bedlamnyc.com.You never know
which stars are gonna pop up at Frankie Sharp’s

- anything-goes pansexual party. 10pm; free.




